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Interplast
e the s Pacic region REPAIRING BODIES. REBUILDING LIVES.
APRIL NEWSLETTER 2013
INTERPLAST'S PRESENCE IS BEING FELT THROUGHOUT THE PACIFIC REGION in thIS ISSUE

> [T'SE-NEWSLETTER TIME!

> PITSTOP FOR MILES FOR SMILES

> GETTING TO KNOW YOU - STAFF
PROFILE

> BLACKTIES. WHITE PEARLS -
BLACK & WHITE BALL SUCCESS

> FUNDRAISING MADE EASY

GET YOUR POINTY PARTY HATS
READY, INTERPLAST IS ABOUT TO
TURN 30! AND, WE'VE REACHED
THIS MILESTONE ALL BECAUSE
OF YOU. YOUR SUPPORT HAS
MADE IT HAPPENI SO THANK YOU!
STAY TUNED!

Dr Samuel Kemuel, a ni-Vanuatu surgical registrar, is currently studying at the Fiji School of Medicine (2013).

Meet Dr Samuel Kemuel. A third year “THERE ARE MANY PATIENTS AND FAMILIES WE HAVE SEEN AND
ni-Vanuatu surgical registrar at the TREATED WHO ARE VERY GRATEFUL... | SEE THEM YEARS LATER AND

Colonial War Memorial Hospital in

Fif, e is currently comploting his | HEAR ABOUT HOW MUCH HAPPIER THE CHILDREN ARE. THEY ARE
studies at the Fiji School of Medicine  NOT SHY ANY MORE AND THEY ARE DOING SO MUCH BETTER. THEY

:: Sl;\lah"'z‘;i“g Eee" bas:d in this HAVE SOCIALLY AND ACADEMICALLY IMPROVED. THERE ARE SO MANY
acific hub for the past three years, "
his involvement with the Interplast SUCCESS STORIES!

teams, in both Vanuatu and Fiji, has

been “awesome”. With nothing but boosted our morale and motivationto  “l am just grateful for how lan has
encouraging feedback and praise learn more about the operations and encouraged us [to get] involved,”
for Interplast and our volunteers, learn what they had come to share he says. “Initially when | started
it seems the influence Interplast with us.” working with lan, | would stand from a
is having across the Pacific is distance and see how they operated
widespread. Speaking about his experiences and never touched anything. But

with Interplast, his infectious smile slowly, in the past two to three years,
“As a surgical registrar | started explodes as he speaks of his | got more involved...And [now] he
getting involved with Interplast [and] admiration for Interplast Vanuatu stands back and says ‘Sam, what do
the more | got involved, the more | Country Coordinator, Dr lan Holten, in you think we should do with this?’and
wanted to do,” explains Samuel on particular, and lan’s influence through give my ideas and then he says ‘That
a recent Interplast visit to Fiji. “It Samuel’s Interplast attachments. CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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VOLUNTEER YOUR
THOUGHTS...

“As a medical volunteer with Interplast, | feel
humbled, privileged and fortunate. To enter into

the lives and culture of those living in a developing
society and then be given the enormous responsibility
to repair local bodies and rebuild lives is, in itself,
inspiring. An Interplast activity is about teaching

and being taught. It is about understanding local
culture, empowering local medical and nursing staff,
and hearing both devastating and then inspirational
stories. There is hard work, but amazing teamwork, and there is a
fantastic sense of gratification which comes with the opportunity
to be part of such life-changing work. The clinic is always fun but
confronting. This is where we see the enormity of the need for
these activities. The waiting room is always filled and overflowing
with patients hoping to be chosen for a free operation. It is not
uncommon for 120 to 200 patients to be seen in a clinic for a two
week operating program in which only 60 to 80 procedures will be
performed due to time constraints and funding limitations. There
always seems to be an international expression of helplessness,
sadness and desperation in the eyes of every mother, father and
grandparent who comes with a disabled child - a child with a

cleft lip, cleft palate, debilitating contracture from a horrific burn
suffered some time ago. Their hope, hope that we will choose their
child to have an operation which will change their life and often the
lives of the entire family and village, in a positive way, forever, is
palpable. The enormity of this responsibility weighs heavily on the
entire team. We cannot change the world. We cannot make a huge
impact in a short amount of time. It will take many, many future
programs, to many developing countries with many volunteers and
many donations and there will still be a huge amount of work to

be done. But, we are making a difference. On our recent 30th year
anniversary program activity to Suva in Fiji, | was inspired by the
obvious positive influence Interplast programs and volunteers have
made to the provision of medical care by local medical and nursing
staff over this time. Every Interplast surgical program | am fortunate
to be a part of leaves me with a sense of pride and achievement. It
also leaves me feeling saddened by the enormity of what still needs
to be done and an urgency about when | can next be involved. With
the continued support of our sponsors and volunteers, Interplast
Australia & New Zealand can continue to build capacity, repair
bodies and rebuild lives.

XBROW

PERIOPERATIVE NURSE

JOANNE

E-NEWS UPDATE

INTERPLAST'S E-NEWSLETTER IS OUT!

Our brand new e mwsfat'tar 55 hot off
the \amg&\. (ret Yo \nter\o?asﬁc hews

in your inbox \o% %’W\a(\& gigmv\g up to

oy mif(wd: Yi%’c\. lt'% easy - L\M to
www.in’carlofm%torg.m and subscribe \ot&
erimg Your name and ami? adAress.
AMV if the larin’cw? mwsfat'tar %ti( V
’cioU{ag your {amﬁ, warkch out for anvther
ohe in %@lo’cam\oar\.

MILES FOR SMILES

FUNDRAISING UPDATE

Well, it was originally scheduled for February
2013, but Peter Jones’s epic motorbike ride
through South-East Asia and Australia to raise
funds and awareness for Interplast is taking a pit
stop. Postponed until early 2014, with the date
yet to be announced, the fundraising initiative is
having all its nuts and bolts finely tuned for its
eventual departure. And, the extra time means one
thing - more time to get on board! Head to www.
milesforsmiles.org.au to donate, sponsor, supply,
support or join in on the ride.

PETER'S MILES FOR SMILES' ROYAL ENFIELD, COMPLETE
WITH INTERPLAST COLOURS!

KEEP UPDATED WITH ALL MILES
FOR SMILES NEWS VIA OUR

E-NEWSLETTER AND WEBSITE!
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PACIFICINFLUENCE

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

is a good idea, but I think if we do this,

this would be better.” At the end of
the visit he told me that after a while,
| will do most of the decision making
and operating and he will just come to
help me. So in the long-term, after all
this training, we will be able to handle
all the basics of Interplast’s work!”

When Sam does have the opportunity
to return home to Vanuatu, he is
constantly reminded of the positive
impact Interplast has had and
continues to have in the community.
“There have been many positive
things that come out of the visits,”

he says. “l can assure you there

are many patients and families we
have seen and treated who are very
grateful. | have seen a lot of mothers,
especially of the cleft babies...go
back to the village and | see them
years later. | hear about how much
happier the children are. They are not
shy any more and they are doing so
much better. [They have] socially and
academically improved. There are so
many success stories!”

Expressing his desire to get far more
involved with Interplast in upcoming
Vanuatu and Fijian trips, he’s looking

TALES OF A FUNRUNNER

VOLUNTEER ANAESTHETIST RAISES MONEY FOR INTERPLAST VIA GOFUNDRAISE

forward to taking his plastic surgery
skills back to Vanuatu next year,
“depending on the exams!”

* In June, Interplast and Pacific
Islands Project (PIP) will be supporting
Samuel to return to Vanuatu to join
the annual Interplast visit.

SAMUEL OPERATING ALONGSIDE DR IAN HOLTEN IN
VANUATU IN 2010

¢ Was oLW Riokmp()lg ifea. /}'\’\% wrgimf oonglw H\ougl\’c it wouu be a gooo? idea for us o J\aw@v\ge the
M@Diwwg ’tL\m’tm team in the %fm}wm'% JFW{ /h’\mth\olr\. De%laite e \aeiv\g three years Since l W rn

a lL\oL?‘F | tL\ougl\t “W@W Yes, Y@’tlg Lo it %o, into the ’cmimwg prograin we mW V&UVV\DL\MV...‘W\@V\ the iwgwiag
came. Two witt\ mfwc mus,J(a tears and one wi’tl\ Jcl\a Lreaded \afmtmr {asciitis and so Yours mY% Was Bmct to
oomlaeta wi‘tl\ l\iWLsJ{ Wew, WL\% not a?o itas a {udmiger? l Ia? hever aﬂw\a JcLWc \omcom, S0 l {ovw? m& wm& to
&DF um?mi% mw() set ulo Jcl\e 'l V\Jcer\afa%’t RW\, \/\ MV%\(AT RIM\\.’ loag&.ﬂ\at Frovw? o be very s,iWL\oFa. Witb\ (}u%’t
tL\a rigH amount mf trai v\'w\g for a 10 km run l set oﬁc ALSS ’cL\e \oria@a at b L0am on t‘mfc aXa[ui%i’te %um(]m&
morning with what alolomer 1o be $,331 SM\O@Y\OY&& fit afcwatas, .. and me There Hollowed 11 km with much
\omcwcil«g, a fair bitof L\M{Tcl ", JtL\a Vmgio of ’cL\e energy g@? and JCL\@V\ wcimw%, ov\f% ohe Liforwcm to go - \021%

LINDSAY MCBRIDE HAVING A WELL-EARN
HALF MARATHONI

ED REST AFTER HIs

T[\a Sponsor gamrogit\& Was ovarwl\afmihg - $4020 to a WDr’CL\% muga\. vAm
enOrMoUS ’c‘rwwxlé Yol to a(z ? tt\oga generous whtri\outw%\. %lﬁ ‘tL\aTuegaVa% l
Was afmogt @W@ to m? 2 Jown H\a stairs fil% a mrmf human \aaimg.../l’\ow, |
guess itl% a bit f ke me? a \m\o% % lﬂ? consider joihg it avw agam\. '
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STAFF PROFILE

ANNE-MARIE MAHER
FINANCE MANAGER

> HOW LONG HAVE YOU
BEEN WITH INTERPLAST?
| have been with Interplast
for seven years. It was
originally on a part-

BLACK &
WHITE BALL

2013'S SYDNEY FUNDRAISING EVENT

A very big thank you is extended to everyone

who attended the recent Black & White Ball
in Sydney! Complete with dapper gentlemen,

dazzling ladies, black ties and white pearls,
i ) the fundraising initiative was the perfect
time b_aS'_S but as the excuse to celebrate Interplast’s volunteers,
organisation has grown, ANNE-MARIE WITH DR KOLINT vAgA (TONGAN SURGEQN) successes, achievements and kick off our
s0 have my hours! s 30th anniversary celebrations.

> WHAT IS YOUR ROLE?
I am the Finance Manager at Interplast and | am responsible for
all monetary aspects of Interplast.

> WHAT IS YOUR MOST MEMORABLE INTERPLAST STORY?
| really don’t have one particular story. Interplast itself is
my most memorable story. | have been given this wonderful
opportunity and | believe I'm so privileged to help Interplast to
continue to do what it does best.

> WHAT THREE WORDS WOULD YOU USE TO DESCRIBE
INTERPLAST?

Inspiring, dedicated and awesome.
INTERPLAST BLACK & WHITE BALL 2013

> WHAT'S A FACT MOST PEOPLE WOULDN'T KNOW ABOUT YOU?
| have a degree in Hospitality Management!

> BEST WAY TO SPEND A WEEKEND?
I’d like to do nothing, but |

nave three kids and a hubb, PAST PATIENT THOUGHTS...

so I'm constantly running
them around! \\f he Xia?n'tt\a\/eﬂ\awrg@%l Juess
= acceptance in the cotminity would have been a

probfem. He woubfn t wart to go outrof the house,
or \of(au& with the vther kids. Dnce he started
M@Y%Wlhg JCIMJC he was Lifferent Jclr\a '&JWC
wwﬁﬁm WDMM not be ‘l?L\@m‘ [%Wc vww] WL\@V\
S he grows up he MW have the confidence he needs

= W
O s FIMNGETP D Pé\nl-pﬁst o WCM ‘t’t\@ oowwwu’% ‘P(@ wWarts to be a lolfv’t\.
e :g‘?\\;ééEIVED WO OPERATIONS BY INT
PATIENT.

- MALA REDDY, MOTHER OF TAVISH REDDY

INTERPLAST IS SUPPORTED BY: INTERPLAST IS THE OFFICIAL CHARITY OF:

Interplast Australia & 4 The Royal Australasian Interplast is a

SOnay) New Zealand is actively 5l College of Surgeons signatory to the
- q ?
{‘ supported by Rotarians R established f ACFID  acrip Code of // iigtralism Sosety w Avant . NEW ZEALAND ASSOCIATION
o | in Clubs and Districts 1 Interplast with Rotarians and MEMBER  Conduct. For more =" of Plastic Surgeons MEDICAL et % of Plastic Surgeons
throughout Australia & New - the Fellows remain active information, go to

Zealand o supporters. www.acfid.asn.au
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